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Rebuilding Together Peninsula
March 2018 Newsletter

A warm hello, friend of RTP! Click here to visit our website.

This is What Community Looks Like
 

 
I see community in the local banker, the friendly architect, and the general
contractor down the road who, after a long day of work, trek to the RTP
warehouse to pick through buckets of paint and donated appliances and
strategize outreach efforts to inspire their co­workers to volunteer. I see
community in the novice office employee and high school dad working

together (perhaps futilely but with smiles and determination on their face) to
differentiate a bow rake from a landscape rake in our warehouse. I see
community in the neighbors striving to preserve their decades­old family
homes bravely welcoming unfamiliar faces into their homes and lives to

restore the safety and health of their living spaces.
 

I see community in RTP. I saw a whole bunch of it, in fact, throughout the
course of March. Between our luncheon to celebrate regular office

volunteers, Captain Open House, meet and greets with NRD captains and
their homeowners and community facilities, final volunteer day with the

Donate!

The support of generous
donors empowers us to
innovate new and more
impactful ways to meet the
health and safety housing
needs of our most
vulnerable neighbors. Help
us make a difference!

Learn more about
ways to donate here

 
 

Submit your repair
applications!

Are you, someone you know,
or community facility you care
about in need of our services?
Submit an application today!

Click here for an
application
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students of Crystal Springs Upland School, and welcoming the newest
member to our team, March 2018 has made it abundantly clear that the
driving force, the secret sauce, the glue that holds RTP together is

community.

The Community at the Heart of NRD: Our
Neighbors
Each year for the last 29 years, the Peninsula community has
gathered on the last Saturday of April to lend a hand to our
neighbors in need of support. This year, like every year, we're
meeting the individual neighbors who enrich our community, define
its history, and are a part of its future. 
 
Here are some of their stories.
 
 

Mary Kinney

For Mary Kinney, born and raised in the Bay Area, her family's
San Mateo home means everything. Her parents raised her and 7
siblings, including Paul (pictured left), in the house and watched
two more generations grow up within its walls. Mary shared that
"watching my parents raise our family of 8 and then caring for 18
grandkids and 8 great grands" are some of her favorite memories of the
home. When asked why preserving the house and improving its health and
safety was so important to her, Mary revealed that "providing a home for our
mentally challenged brother, Paul, so he doesn't end up in a home has
always been the foundation of our family having a home". More than 60
years later, Mary continues to go above and beyond to care for her little
brother and ensure their home is a safe, healthy, and comfortable space for
him.
 
Managing her own health problems and providing for herself and
her brother has made it physically and financially difficult for
Mary to keep up with the larger repair needs in the home that are plaguing
their health and safety. But thanks to NOVO
Construction and ABD Insurance & Financial Services, Mary's home will get
the "tender loving care" she's excited and
eager for it to receive. An upstairs toilet will be repaired to stop a
devastating leak into the garage, the lighting and electrical system will be
upgraded throughout the
house to bring working lights back to all the rooms, damaged
flooring and sheetrock will be repaired and fresh paint on the
interior and exterior of the home will restore the appearance of the entire
home and make the space easier to clean and maintain.

Volunteer!
Volunteers make all the
work we do possible.
Whether you're a skilled
carpenter or have never
picked up a power tool,
there is an invaluable way
for you to contribute to a
build project and have an
impact in the lives of the
homeowners we serve.

Click here to get
involved!
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For Mary, home is where she finds heart, safety, shelter, and love. She feels
blessed, grateful, and humbled for this opportunity to transform her home. 

Leo Woodard

Leo, or as friends and family like to call her, Woody, is an incredible 89­year­
old homeowner who truly embodies the phrase, "family first". A native of
Texas, Leo moved to the Bay Area in 1952 and bought her home in 1978 to
create a safe and comfortable living space for her family. She shares the
home with her son, Robert, and grandson, Earnest, since they are both
disabled and thrive best with the support of this awesome and
generous role model in their life. Leo's favorite memories of her home are
"watching [her] children grow up in the first house [she] ever owned and
being so close to [her] church for over 40 years!" She appreciates greatly that
living at home with her family grants her the opportunity to cook their favorite
foods and she'll never miss the chance to pride herself on sharing the Bay
Area with her favorite team ­ the Golden State Warriors! Leo wants nothing
more than to keep her family together in the home she worked diligently to
buy for her family and care for all these years but addressing some of the
most pressing health and safety concerns in her home has just been too
expensive and time­consuming of a task to tend to after managing all the bills
for her family and responsibilities of being caretaker
for her son and grandson.
 
With the help of Serra Father's Club, Leo finally has a chance to fix the
heating system in her home, finish the repairs in her bathroom to make the
space fully functional and safe for her family, and tackle the interior and
exterior painting and extensive backyard clean­up and landscaping that will
make her home healthier and more accessible for the family. Accomplishing
these much­needed renovations will address the code violations threatening
the Woodard's ability to stay in their family home, give Leo the peace of mind
of knowing her family is safe, and create more opportunities for Leo to just
enjoy the company of her friends and family in her home. When asked how
she feels about the opportunity to receive help with her home, Leo summed
up her whirlwind of emotions in three words,
"Thankful. Blessed. Grateful." 

Lori Poultney
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For Lori, San Mateo has been home since 1999 when she purchased her
quaint family house. It is here that she raised her twin sons, Tom and Nate,
into the healthy, energetic 12­year­old boys they are today. Lori has had 2
spinal fusion surgeries to help with a lower injured back but her mobility is still
very limited, allowing her to work only 12 hours a week to
support her young family. As a single mom, her house means everything to
her; it is the family's primary source of safety and stability and integral to
Lori's ability to care for her sons. While she adores her home and the
cherished memories she has of raising her twins within its walls, she's
ecstatic to receive help making the property safer and healthier for her family
and especially to restore the nearly 70­year­old exterior of the
home that "looks like a cross between the 'woman who lived in a shoe' and
'Friday the 13th" according to Lori.
 
Thanks to the incredible generosity of BKF Engineers, Lori will finally have
the help she needs to address the safety issues plaguing her home and
threatening her family's health. National Rebuilding Day will help Lori
demolish and remove a backyard shed that is attracting and harboring
unwelcomed pests, repair windows and doors to improve ventilation and
insulation in the house, constructing fencing to improve security near her
son's bedroom and create safe space for her dog in the backyard,
landscape the yards to be accessible and safe for her family to play, and
rejuvenate the house's exterior with a fresh coat of paint. Once she's able to
catch up with this maintenance around the house, Lori is hopeful she can
rent out the upper level of the home to assist the family with their living
expenses.
 
For Lori, home is where her heart is...and also wherever home­cooked meals
are. When asked how she feels about the opportunity to receive help with her
home, Lori exclaimed, "grateful and excited!" 

Redwood City Church Preschool
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Redwood City Church Preschool's goal is to provide high­quality childcare to
working families at a reasonable price while building community and
partnership with the families enrolled. The Redwood Church Preschool
program was established in 1970 by Virda Stevens, a member of the church
who was determined to find a way to send her youngest child to preschool
despite her family's financial limitations. With the help of the church elders, a
preschool program was created to provide the community with an opportunity
to send their young children into a safe, loving atmosphere where they could
learn, and socialize.
 
National Rebuilding Day will help this preschool provide a safer environment
for the children in their care. Commercial Casework will help the school add
security for their families by repairing fencing between the playground and
parking lot, replace flooring in a classroom to make the spaces healthier and
easier to maintain and create safe, interactive play spaces throughout the
school's playground. The preschool will now be able to reinvest the budget it
had been saving to complete the renovations to improve the programming
they're able to provide their students. They are most excited to use the funds
that would have been used for the renovations to provide professional
development for their teachers and new curriculum and updated teaching
materials for their classrooms.

The Community at the Heart of RTP: Our
Volunteers

Captain Open House
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National Rebuilding Day captains joined us for a pirate‑themed open
house at our warehouse to submit scopes of work, reserve tools and
donated furnishing goods for their homeowners and community
facilities, and exchange tips and stories with our staff and other
captains. We had a blast barbecuing, sipping on 'mead', and raffling
off prizes. Throughout NRD season, our Captains are often out their
sites preparing for the big day or walking the aisles of Home Depot to
gather materials for their projects but rarely do we get to enjoy
the company of our captains at our office. I had the chance to talk to
several captains at the Open House, some first‑timers and some who
humbly shared they were working on their 20th+ NRD project. I
listened to a story from one captain about the most rewarding
project he'd ever worked on. He explained that working on the
family's home and
watching it transform with
the help of volunteers on
NRD hardly compared to
the month leading up to
their project when he took
the time to get to know his
family and treat them out
to family dinners. Though
he went above and beyond
his responsibility as a
captain, he said that to
him, the evenings enjoying
burgers while watching Warriors games at the local sports bar was
just a small way to show his respect for the family who showed so
much gratitude for his efforts as a captain and hope for the future in
their new home. I also had the delight of demonstrating how woefully
unknowledgeable I personally am at identifying tools while helping
another captain reserve materials in our warehouse for his project.
I'm proud to say that after a valiant effort to name the 5 different
types of shovels in our warehouse, our brilliant, amazing, life‑saving
Program Associate, Mary, gave me an invaluable life lesson on the
names of every landscaping tool we have in our warehouse, making
me eons more aware of the vast array of holes you can dig with
different shovels and landscaping materials you can spread with
different rakes. All in all, the evening was one of my favorite with RTP
to date and I can't wait for next year's Captain Open House. Thanks
to all who joined us! Check out a video of the evening's festivities here!

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?RebuildingTogetherPe/757e3cb1f6/TEST/0896d91316
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Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

 
With all of the hustle and bustle of National Rebuilding Day, we felt
it was also important to recognize and celebrate the regular office
volunteers and Safe at Home volunteers that are integral to our
everyday operation and success of our Safe at Home program. A
small handful of the generous community members that support
RTP year­round joined us on March 7th for an appreciation
luncheon. It was very exciting to put names to faces, connecting
the dots between names I've read in emails or heard around the
office and all of the time and energy these volunteers invest into
making RTP the best it can be. From meeting the software
engineer who built our online project management system from the
ground up, to hearing the story of how one office volunteer

transformed her support
of RTP from donor to donor and
regular volunteer, the afternoon
solidified in my mind just how
much of a community effort RTP
really is. And I say community not
just as a word to describe a group
of people working together in the
same space. I say community
because of the common connection
between everyone in the room to
invest selflessly in uplifting and
improving the lives of others. I
think one special volunteer
summarized this sentiment best in
the story she shared with the room
about her motivation to volunteer
as an "RTP lifer­er". Beaming
optimism and gratitude that

instantly warmed the heart of every person in the room, this
volunteer shared that it's because of the transformation RTP
created for her and her grandma at their house in East Palo Alto
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that she is forever committed to ensuring more in our community
can receive RTP's help. Through smiles and tear or two brought on
by the wave of emotion reminiscing on the impact of her home's
transformation, she let everyone in the room know that everything
they do, no matter how big
or small, has a truly life­
altering impact on the people
we serve. I don't know that
there was a volunteer in the
room that left that afternoon
with a shadow of a doubt
that all of their time and
effort would ever be a waste
at RTP. And to think, she's
one of thousands across the
Peninsula who have been
impacted by RTP's help over
the last 29 years. 

Crystal Springs Uplands School Volunteers

 
March 16th marked our final service say with the students from Crystal
Springs Uplands School (CSUS). Over the last 5 months, dozens CSUS
sophomores have joined us in our warehouse and office to help with
everything from tool cleaning, to office organization, to building toolkits, to
helping us maintain a safe and healthy workspace. These awesome,
energetic volunteers were tons of fun to have around our office and an
inspiring bunch to work with. Their class is learning about social inequality
and the development of equitable societies and as a part of the unit, put their
learning in the classroom into action in their local community. Volunteering
with RTP was just one effort this class of young future leaders engaged in to
learn how they can make a tangible difference in their neighborhoods and
beyond.
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Welcoming Two Newest Additions to the
Farwell House...

1) A sign commemorating the incredible generosity of the Farwell
Family whose generosity helped us renovate housing for our
AmeriCorps team members. The Farwell House provides invaluable
affordable housing for our AmeriCorps, making it possible to
welcome members like...
 
2) Savannah Haney to our team! Joining us from Texas, Savannah is
one of our SummerCorps Project Coordinator. She is already out in
the community assisting our Safe at Home team and helping us
prepare for #NRD2018.
Savannah recently completed her BS in Architecture and MS in Land &
Property Development from Texas A&M.  Her commitment to service
started through the Girl Scouts, and her experience losing her home to a
fire while she was in HS really solidified her interest in low­income
housing and homelessness.  In the first couple of weeks we've had the
delight to work with Savannah, no doubt in our mind she's hardworking,
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efficient, mindful, and creative. She
has a stepfather who is in
construction and a mother who
manages low­income housing
properties, so she's had a lot of
exposure to construction but little
direct experience beyond some
painting and laying of sod with
Habitat for Humanity.  That said,
she is eager to learn and excited
to get out into the field to make a
difference at peoples' homes.  She
has been to California twice before ­
she likes it and enjoys traveling, but
the Peninsula area will be new to
her. Please help us welcome
Savannah to the RTP family!

We Received a 4­Star Rating From Charity
Navigator!

Because of our strong financial health and commitment to
accountablity and transparency, we've earned a 4­star rating from
Charity Navigator, America's largest independent charity navigator! 
 

“Rebuilding Together Peninsula's exceptional 4­star rating sets it 
apart from its peers and demonstrates its trustworthiness to the 
public,” according to Michael Thatcher, President & CEO of 
Charity Navigator. “Only a quarter of charities rated by Charity 
Navigator receive the distinction of our 4­star rating. This 
adds Rebuilding Together Peninsula to a preeminent group of 
charities working to overcome our world’s most pressing 
challenges. Based on its 4­star rating, people can trust that their 
donations are going to a financially responsible and ethical 
charity when they decide to support Rebuilding Together 
Peninsula.” 
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Check out our Charity Navigator profile here!
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Rebuilding Together Peninsula 
841 Kaynyne Street 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
USA 
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